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tensions among loyalists in
the North.

Scrapping the Northern Ire-
land protocol, as some union-
ists have demanded, “justisn’t
realistic”, although the EU
could demonstrate “flexibility
and pragmatism” in how it
was implemented, he insisted.

Mr Coveney also said he
didn’t accept unionist claims
that checks and inspections on
some goods travelling be-
tween Britain and the North
underthe post-Brexitarrange-
ments “undermines their Brit-
ishness”.

“f don’t agree with that but
can understand how that per-
spective has developed and
many have really forced that
messaging, and added a lan-
guage of the identity of politics
to the protocol that really has
fired up many in the loyalist
community in particular who
feel this is threatening their
identity,” he said.

Mr Coveney said “we are all
working to ensure that we
have a calm summer, but it
wouldn’t take a lot to spark,
primarily young people, to
lash out as they did in April be-
cause of the perceptions that
many have, that they haven't
been listened to, that their tra-
dition isn't being respected,
that they have in some way
been outmanoeuvred through
the Brexit process and the im-
plementation of the protocol”.

His comments during an on-
line discussion organised by
the Keough-Naughton Insti-
tute for Irish Studies at Notre
Dame University in the US
came as a survey suggested
that just 13 per cent of voters
in the North trust the Demo-
cratic Unionist Party in rela-
tion to the protocol.

The poll results will con-
cern Jeffrey Donaldson, who
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KEVIN O'SULLIVAN
Environment and Science Editor

More than half of septic tanks
and other domestic waste-wa-
ter treatment systems failed in-
spection last year because they
were not built or maintained
properly, according to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

A review of 809 inspections
conducted in 2020 by local au-
thorities shows that 54 per cent
(433) failed, while 23 per cent
(182) were found to be “arisk to
human health or the enviren-
ment” as faulty systems can con-
taminate household wells and
pollute rivers.
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ple 0f 1,500 respondexnts from
the electorate who they trust-
ed and distrusted to manage
the interests of the North
when it came to the protocol.

There was least faith in Bo-
ris Johnson’s UK government,
with 86 per cent of voters say-
ing they distrusted London,
53 per cent of them saying
they distrusted Downing
Street “a lot”. Only 6 per cent
trusted the administration.

The next least trusted
group was the DUP, with
56 per cent distrusting them
“alot” and anoiber 22 per cent
responding that they simply
didn’t trust the party over the
protocol, Jusi13 per cent trust-
edthe party.

A majority of voters (56 per
cent) also distrusted Sinn Féin
on the issue —with 45 per cent
registering “a lot” of distrust.
Nearly a third (31 per cent)
trusted the party.

Distrust of the European
Commission/EU was at 48 per
cent, while 40 per cent said
they trusted Brussels. Voters
responded similarly over the
Irish Government’s role, with
48 per cent registering dis-
trust against 38 per cent who
trusted Dublin.

Prof Katy Hayward, of QUB
and co-investigator on the re-
search, said the findings
showed people in the North
“highly exercised” by the pro-
tocol - both for and against in
equal proportions.

A majority believed special
arrangements were needed
for the North in the wake of
Brexit, but there was a clear
split on whether people sup-
ported or objected to the pro-
toeol, with 47 per cent backing

posing,. A total of 57 per cent
wanted the UK to align with

EUregulations as a solution.

Septic tanks and other do-
mestic waste-water treaiment
systems areused by ruralhouse-
holders to treat sewage. There
are nearly half a million sys-
tems in operation; mostly sep-
tic tanks, If not built and operat-
ed properly they can contami-
nate household wells with
harmful bacteria and viruses or
cause pollution due to run-off
into nearby waterways.

The EPA is responsible for
the development of a national
inspection plan for domestic
treatment systems. Under the
current plan covering the peri-
od 2018 to 2021, local authori-
‘ties must undertake a mini-
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McDonald says she is not in
thrall to ‘shadowy figures’

JENNIFER BRAY

Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou Me-
Donald has said that she is “in
thrall to nobody” as she reject-
ed claims that she is accounta-
bie to unelected figures in the
organisation. i

Speaking at the Irish Times
Summer Nights Festival, Ms
M¢Donald was asked by host
Kathy Sheridan about concerns
that the pariy hierarchy would
be “led by people who we do not
know” if Sinn Féin enters gov-
ernment.

“When I am asked about this
it is generally in exchanges like
thisorin conversations with me-
dia people or commentators.
That is not something that is
raised with me on doorsteps. 1
am in thrall to nobody,” Ms Mc-
Donald said. “I am elected by
the people of Dublin Central.
My colleagues are elected. We
are accountable to the people
who electus. This business of us
beingin thrall to othersisatuse
deployed by people who quite
frankly have held all of the
strings of power now in this
State for a century and who are
not going to let change in with-
outputting up a fight, and this is
one of the arguments that they
deploy.”

mum of 1,000 inspections each
year, distributed by risk across
the country.

Six local authorities have tak-
en 34 legal proceedings for sys-
tems failures in households
since the plan commenced,

The level of inspections in
counties, varies hugely, the
EPA report says. Only one in-
spection was carried out last
yearinthe counties of Kerry, Shi-
go and Longford. Where more
extensive inspections were car-
ried out counties Kilkenny (79
per cent), Mayo (75 per cent),
Meath (68 per cent) and Wex-
ford (66 per cent) had the high-
est failure rates.

She said the suggestion was
“farcical”,

Ms Sheridan referenced com-
ments by Garda Commissioner
Drew Harris last year, when he
was asked if he agreed with the
view of the PSNI that the Provi-
sional Army Council still over-
saw both the TRA and Sinn
Féin. The commissioner re-
plied that the Garda shared
thatview.

= Mary Lou
McDonald:

‘We are
accountable to
the people who
elect us'

“He said it, and what else was
he going to say? Thatwas a clas-
sic case of ‘Duirt bean liom go
ndiirt bean 161" ~ the type of
thing that somebody said that
they thought, 1 don’t operate in
conjecture of that nature.

“I am the leader of Sinn Féin
and I'm in thrall to no figures,
shadowy or otherwise.”

‘When asked by Ms Sheridan
if any phone calls are made to
figures in Belfast, Ms McDon-
ald said: “We deal with col-
leagues but ultimately I am the

Failures fall into two catego-
ries; “destudging and mainte-
nance failures” and “structural
defects causingillegal discharg-
es to ditches/streams, leaks,
ponding and rainwater in-
gress” —with poor maintenance
arising in 40 per cent of cases.

Director of the EPA’s office
of environmental enforcement,
DrTom Ryan, said: “Household-
ers should ensure efflvent from
their septic tank is not ponding
in their garden, going to nearby
streams or contaminating their
drinking water well.”

Householders should visual-

_ly check their septic tank and

get their well tested at least an-

party leader nationally. Ulti-
mately [ have to have an eye on.
everything that is happening
across the island. Of course we
work together. But if you are
asking is there some ontside
structure outside of Sinn Féin
that has to okay actions, that
simplyis not the case.”

Opportunity
A move towards a united Ire-
land will happen this decade,
shebelieved. “Thisis a really ex-
citing opportunity. Itis incredi-
ble we have the chance to fash-
ion Treland again. Things we
got wrong, we have a chance to
start over and get them right.”
The Irish Times Summer
Nights Festival, sponsored by
Peugeot, is a series of online
talks featuring Irish Times jour-
nalists in conversatipn with lo-
cal and international authori-
ties. It continues today and to-
morrow. Still to come are: Mau-
reen Dowd interviewed by
Hugh Linehan; Gordon Brown
and Roddy Doyle talking to Fin-
tan O'Toole; Mona Eltahawy

with Réisin Ingle; and Jo Spain |

talking to Bernice Harrison.

A ticket covering all events
costs €50, or €25 for Irish
Times subscribers, from irish-
times.com/summeinights

nually to satisfy themselves
that it is not posing a risk to the
health of their families, their
neighbours and the environ-
ment, he added.

Local authorities issue advi-
sory notices to househdlders
when septic tanks fail inspec-
tion. The report found there
were 468 cases open more than
two years at the end of 2020.

“Fixing septic tanks that fail
inspection is a priority,” the
EPA saidinresponse tothe find-
ings, noting the septic tank
grant scheme, which offers
grants of €5,000 to assist in ad-
dressing malfunctioning sys-
tems, was expanded in 2020,
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NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF A COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER

UNDER SECTION 76 OF AND THE THIRD SCHEDULE TO THE HOUSING
ACT, 1966 AS EXTENDED BY SECTION 10 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(NO.2) ACT, 1960 AS SUBSTITUTED BY SECTION 86 OF THE HOUSING
ACT, 1966 AND AS FURTHER AMENDED BY SECTION 6

AND THE SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE ROADS ACT 1993 AND BY
SECTION 222 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000

PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 4 (a) OF THE THIRD
SCHEDULE TO THE HOUSING ACT, 1966 AS AMENDED BY THE
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000

COMPULSORY ACQUISTION OF LAND
WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL COMPULSORY PURCHASE

(CHAPEL ROAD PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLIST INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENT SCHEME) No.1 ORDER 2021

Wicklow County Council (hereinafter referred to as "the Local Authority”} proposes in
exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 76 of and the Third Schedule to the -
Housing Act, 1966 as extended by Section 10 of the Local Government {No. 2) Act, 1960 as
substituted by Section 86 of the Housing Act, 1966 and as further amended by Section 6
and the Second Schedule to the Roads Acts, 1993 and by Section 222 of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000 and as construed in accordance with Section 213 of the Planning
and Development Act, 2000 to acquire compulsorily the lands and the rights over the lands
hereinafter described and has made an Order entitled as above which is about to be
submitted to An Bord Pleandla (hereinafter “the Board"} for confirmation. If confirmed,
the Order will authorise the Local Authority to:

a. acquire compulsorily, for the purposes of the Roads Acts 1993 to 2015 and the
Chapel Road Pedestrian and Cyclist Infrastructure improvement Scheme permanently,
the land described in the Part 1 of the Schedule hereto

b. acquire temporarily, the land described in the Part [} of the Schedule hereto

The Order wilt also authorise the Local Authority to extinguish the private rights of way
described in Part Ill of the Schedule hereto, by order made by them after they have
acquired the land, where the said private rights of way are over the land so acquired or
any part thereof, or over land adjacent to or associated with the land so acquired or any
part thereof.

The lands described in the Schedule are lands other than land consisting of a house or
houses unfit for human habitation and not capable of being rendered fit for human
habitation at reasonable expenses.

Owners, lessees, and occupiers of the lands described in the schedule will receive individual
written notice.

Any objections to the compulsory acquisition of land and rights over land described in the
Schedule should be made in writing to An Bord Pleansla, 64 Mariborough Street, Dublin 1,
before 5.30 pm on or before the 13th August 2021.

The Board cannot confirm a Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of the land if an
ohjection is made in respect of the proposed compulsory acquisition by an owner, lessee, or
occupier of the fand, and not withdrawn until it has caused an oral hearing to be heard
into the objection and considered the objection and the report of the person who held the
Oral Hearing.

A copy of the Order and the Maps referred to in it may be seen at the offices of the

L ocal Authority at County Buildings, Station Road, Wicklow and Greystones Municipal
District Offices, Mill Road, Greystones, County Wicklow on working days (by appointment
only) between the hours of 9.30 a.m. and 12.20 p.m. and 2.00 p.m. — 4.00 p.m. from the
1st July 2021 up to and inciuding 13th August 2021 and may also be also viewed online at
www.wicklow.ig/livin

Dated this 30th day of June 2021.

Colm Lavery, Director of Services,
Transportation, Water & Emergency Services,
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